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Characters – 
Karla –30s – fake tan – short skirt – low cut top
Matt – late 40s – smart, casually dressed – well presented – wet!
The scene – a very small windowless room. A two-seat sofa and a table with a box of tissues on it.

We hear applause in the distance and Matt and Karla talking as they approach the room

MATT: 
Thank God that’s over

KARLA: 
Give over Matt. I really enjoyed it

MATT: 
Come on Karla, it was a bloody circus

Karla enters the room

KARLA:
You’re only saying that because they were booing you

Matt enters the room; he is soaking wet

MATT:
Did you really need to throw the water over me?


KARLA:  
It adds to the drama and it made sure people won’t forget me in a hurry

MATT:
Right, your 15 minutes of fame

KARLA:  
I want more than 15 bloody minutes

MATT: 
I don’t think you’re supposed to take it literally

KARLA:
What are you talking about?

MATT:
It’s a well-known saying – you must have heard of it

KARLA:
I haven’t, so it can’t be that well known

MATT:
Andy Warhol said it

KARLA:  
Who?

MATT: 
Andy Warhol. You must have heard of him
KARLA:  
Well I haven’t

MATT:
He was an American artist back in the 60s – very cool, very groovy - he said that in the future everyone would have 15 minutes of worldwide fame

KARLA:
Nope. I’ve never heard of him

MATT: 
You’d know his work if you saw it – he was very popular. He did those psychedelic paintings of Marilyn Monroe and Campbells soup cans

KARLA:  
Oh well that will be it

MATT:
What is?

KARLA:  
I only buy Heinz

MATT: 
Yeah, that’ll be it 
Pause
Anyway, I could have done without the water


Karla:
You’ll get over it

Pause 

Matt:
What are we doing now?

KARLA:  
Doctor Roger is coming to talk to us

MATT: 
Who the hell is Doctor Roger?

Karla:
The physiatrist man, from the programme, he’s going to come and talk to us, make sure we haven’t suffered too much trauma from being on the show

MATT: 
Do we have to?

KARLA:  
Yeah, I want to see him, and the producer, they might want to ask us back on the show. We could bring Suzi with us

MATT:
No bloody way. It was bad enough that you humiliated me without dragging Suzi into it


KARLA:
God, I’d forgotten how boring you were

MATT:
Just this one time I said. Once I’ve got what I want from you then I’m out of here and I don’t want you bothering me again, unless it’s about the boys and then only via my solicitor

KARLA:
What if – I don’t give it back to you?

MATT:
You wouldn’t

KARLA: 
Wouldn’t I?

MATT: 
No, I don’t think you’d stoop that low

KARLA:  
You want to bet on that?
Pause  
Are you going to tell me what’s on it?

MATT:
No – its none of your business

KARLA:  
It must be quite important if it was in the floor safe
MATT: 
I don’t want to talk about it

Pause

KARLA:
How do you know I haven’t looked at it?

MATT: 
Because – and I don’t want to sound mean – you wouldn’t know how to

KARLA:  
How bloody dare you - I’m offended

MATT: 
You couldn’t work out how to operate the air-fryer, how were you going to get into an encrypted hard drive?

KARLA:  
Fair enough
Pause
I’m not being funny or nothing but this is a well pokey little room. I thought TV would be a bit more glamorous than this. I bet he doesn’t have to put up with a tiny room like this

MATT:
Who? The host?

KARLA:
Yeah
MATT:
Well, he’s the product, it’s his name on the label, we’re just one of the ingredients – like in a tin of soup

KARLA:  
Stop going on about soup

MATT: 
Not even the main ingredients

KARLA: 
 You’re obsessed

MATT:
You’re a mushroom at best

KARLA:
No I’m not
Pause
You’re a mushroom

Pause

MATT: 
So, can I have it please





KARLA:
I suppose 
SFX - mobile phone message tone
(she looks in her bag and pulls out her phone) 
I’d better just reply to this

MATT: 
Couldn’t it wait?

KARLA:  
No, it’s my agent

MATT: 
Your what? Since when have you had an agent?

KARLA:  
Since I launched my modelling stroke presenting career and now that I’ve been on TV – the offers are sure to come flooding in

MATT: 
I think you might have overestimated the popularity of this show

KARLA:  
You’re just jealous

MATT: 
Yes, you’re right of course, I’m jealous of your great success


KARLA:
No need to take the piss – I’ll get there - eventually. My agent says I’m driven

MATT: 
You are - every time you order an Uber

KARLA:
 Funny! She wants to know how the show went 
(speaking as she types) 
It - was - a – triumph

Pause

MATT: 
The hard drive?

KARLA:
Oh yeah – here you go

(She throws the hard drive on the table and he picks it up and puts it in his pocket)

MATT: 
Thanks
Pause
Look, I can’t hang around much longer. I’ve got stuff to do

KARLA:  
Can’t you wait just a few minutes?
MATT: 
No, I’ve got a real job to go to

KARLA: 
Please

MATT: No

KARLA: 
(being cutesy) Pretty Please

MATT: 
That shit doesn’t work on me anymore

KARLA:
(Sarcastically) Well, Thanks for coming

MATT: 
I didn’t have much choice, did I?

He stands up

KARLA:  
I can’t believe you failed that lie detector test – you said you would – how did you know?

MATT: 
Well, it’s all bullshit isn’t it


KARLA:  
No it isn’t, they use it on the show all the time

MATT:
But it’s still bullshit. You’ve seen the show. Most of the guests are sad sacks, with or without a polygraph test result. They wouldn’t come here if they didn’t want a bun fight. Like you said – it all adds to the drama

KARLA:
But you weren’t lying, were you?

MATT: 
About not sleeping with Suzy when you were away in Amsterdam? It would have been physically impossible, she went away with you

KARLA:  
So how come you failed?

MATT: 
I told you, I was thinking about something exciting and that elevates your heartbeat, you’re breathing gets faster and you sweat. It thinks you’re lying but really, it’s just pseudo-science nonsense

KARLA:
What were you thinking about?  

Matt:
Nothing important

Karla:
You were very convincing

Matt: 
Thank you 

Karla: 
So, what did you…

MATT:
Look, I’ve got to scoot

KARLA:  
Go on then 
He heads for the door
 oh, I forgot to say, my solicitor is going to be in touch with you 

He walks back into the room

MATT:
Why?

KARLA:
About paying me more maintenance

MATT: 
You’re kidding – I’m paying you a fortune as it is – voluntarily – you can’t need more

KARLA:
Well, now I’ve changed careers I’m not earning as much – yet

MATT:
What career, you’ve never had a career

KARLA:  
I was an influencer

MATT: 
Influencer? You were opening boxes on Tik-Tok

KARLA:
I had thousands of followers

MATT: 
You had a thousand followers, if that

KARLA:
Same thing

MATT:
Anyway, I don’t pay to subsidise your lavish lifestyle, I pay for the kids

KARLA:
But I’ve got an image to cultivate 

MATT:
(He laughs) Not my responsibility
KARLA: 
But I’ve got two tanning sessions a week, nails, hair, PR, clothes…

MATT:
You’ve got wardrobes full of clothes that you’ve never worn

KARLA:
Yeah well, they don’t fit since I had these done 

(She grabs her breasts) 

 MATT:
Maybe you should have thought about that - but either way – It’s - not - my - problem 

Pause

KARLA:
Well, my solicitor says I can get more out of you

MATT: 
Are you still using that hot shot who works out of his mum’s spare room? I suppose it was as step up from his car

Karla:
No need to take the piss. Just because yours has got a fancy office

Matt:
All solicitors have fancy offices. Apart from yours
KARLA:
Whatever. Anyway, you’ve just been caught cheating on me on telly. I’ll definitely get more money for that

MATT:
Karla, we’re already divorced, you don’t get any more from me. Plus, I don’t have to agree to them screening this nonsense. I’ll just say I lied and threaten them with my solicitor – and his fancy office

KARLA: 
You wouldn’t

MATT: 
I’ve got all the messages you sent me pleading with me to go on this show and lie in return for my property. That’s called blackmail. That’s not going to look good for you and your glamorous ‘career’ is it?
(Pause)
Goodbye Karla

KARLA: 
I’ll stop you seeing the boys 

He gets as far as the door pauses but then turns to face her

MATT:
Do you want to know what I was thinking about that got me all excited and made me fail the polygraph test?

KARLA:  
Not really – but I’m sure you’re going to tell me
MATT:
Well, you know how they asked me if I’d been shagging your mate Suzi, whilst you were away on that girly weekend in Amsterdam?

KARLA:  
Yeah, it was classic weekend

MATT: 
And we both know how I couldn’t have had sex with her because...?

KARLA:  
Because she was with me in Amsterdam

MATT:
Exactly. Well, you know when you spent that fortnight in Dubai with your parents and the kids?

KARLA:
Yeah

MATT: 
And that time you went to Marbella for Chloe’s hen weekend?

KARLA:
Shanna’s 40th, but yeah

MATT: 
And when you went to Turkey for your Brazilian butt lift?

KARLA:  
Yeah – what about it?

MATT: 
Was Suzi with you on any of those trips?

KARLA:  
No

MATT: 
Well – that’s when I was shagging her - and that’s what I was thinking about when I failed the lie detector – bye

He Leaves

Karla stares at the door – open mouthed

The End
